Thinking Through the Policy Making Process

Agenda Setting
· What is the idea?

· What problem is the idea trying to solve?

· Where is the idea coming from? (constituents, interest groups, experts, etc.)

· What is the objective of this policy?


Policy Formulation
· What committees might be involved?

· What information might the committee need in order to craft the legislation?

· Who might be called to testify on this issue?


Policy Adoption
· How does this issue fit into the platforms of the major political parties?

· How does this issue fit into the campaign promises or motivations of the president?

Policy Implementation
· What executive agency departments would be responsible for implementing this policy if it is passed?

· How would the implementation of this policy affect the current job of state and local governments?

Policy Evaluation
· What might meeting the objective look like?

· What measures (heuristics) would you use to identify success?

· How might the implementation of this policy affect the power of the issuing branch? The implementing branch? 
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